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A WORD FROM THE COORDINATOR
Welcome to the 7th EFFORT Newsletter with an update about
our project. The EFFORT consortium is making good progress
and continued data analysis is resulting in a series of papers.
Some of them already submitted or even accepted.
In this newsletter you can watch the video interview with
PhD student Gabriel Moyano from Universidad Complutense
de Madrid, UCM. He will tell us about his work around the
sampling he has done in Spain for WP1, Integrated evidence
base for the food chain and his involvement in WP3, Ecology
and transfer of resistance mechanisms. Furthermore you will
read in this newsletter the interview with Jan Vaarten, chair
of EFFORT External Advisory Board (EAB), an important
‘reflection body’ for EFFORT. He will explain the added value
of the EAB for the project and shares with us the input so far.
We hope you enjoy this Newsletter and we do encourage
you to get in touch with any questions or comments you
may have about what EFFORT is doing! Your comments and
suggestions are always welcome – please email them to effortoffice@eurtd.com, join our LinkedIn group or follow us on
Twitter @EFFORT_AMR.

Prof. Dr. Jaap Wagenaar
EFFORT Project Coordinator

EFFORT PROJECT DISSEMINATION ACTIVITIES, NEWS & EVENTS
EFFORT data will be presented at two upcoming events:
On 30 November 2017 at the Joint International Symposium taking place at the BfR headquarters,
Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, in Berlin.
On 27–28 February 2018 in Ghent (Belgium), at the first international conference entitled “Quantification,
Benchmarking and Stewardship of Veterinary Antimicrobial Usage” organized by the AACTING
consortium. For more information on the programme, registration and abstract submission, please
visit the following link.
More news and events can be found on the dedicated section of the EFFORT public website.
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Video Interview on Antimicrobial Resistance Determinants
Mr Gabriel Moyano, Complutense University of Madrid

The EFFORT WP3 focuses on the molecular ecology and epidemiology
of antimicrobial resistance genes. Gabriel Moyano is a PhD student at the
Complutense University of Madrid. He is completing his thesis on the evolution
and dissemination of Antimicrobial resistance determinants. He uses data from
samples collected at the farm level and links them to risk factor information
investigating the role of managerial factors in the spread and transmission of
resistant bacteria and mobile genetic elements in food animals. You can watch the
video here where Gabriel explains the significance of his work.

Online EFFORT training course on the use of metagenomics for AMR surveillance:
Registration open
EFFORT Partners under the lead of DTU
are offering an online training course on the
use of metagenomics for AMR surveillance.
The training will consist of two components,
starting with an online course, followed by a
workshop. The online material will become
available for the workshop participants on
February 19, 2018. The workshop will be held in
Estonia on March 19-20, 2018 (just before the
annual SVEPM meeting).

Registration is free. It is strongly encouraged
that participants of the workshop previously
complete the online training as it provides the
basis for the interactive component. Please
register no later than 10 February 2018 via the
following link.

The content of the training will include
theoretical background on DNA extraction and
metagenomics sequencing, instruction on the
use of freely available tools for metagenomics
analysis, interpretation of metagenomics
analysis results and demonstration of the
potential of metagenomics for surveillance of
pathogens and antimicrobial resistance.
The target group for the training are
professionals working at veterinary services,
food safety authorities and reference
laboratories as well as universities and
competent authorities responsible for
and involved in AMR surveillance. Ideally,
participants will have theoretical background
in basic microbiology and general knowledge
about microbial communities and bacterial
genetics equivalent to a bachelor level.

Speakers of the online course, from left to right:
Sünje Johanna Pamp, Casper Sahl Poulsen, Oksana
Lukjancenko, Patrick Munk, Ana Sofia Duarte, Rolf
Sommer Kaas and Jakob Nybo Nissen.
Other speakers include Tine Hald, Liese Van Gompel,
Maria Hellmér and Philipp Kirstahler.

EFFORT (Ecology from Farm to Fork Of microbial drug Resistance and Transmission) is supported by the European
Commission under the Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnologies theme of the 7th Framework Programme
for Research and Technological Development (Grant Agreement no 613754).
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Scientific Advisory Board to ensure research impact: Interview with Jan Vaarten
What is the role of the Advisory Board in this project?

Jan Vaarten,
EAB Chairman

In line with its name, the EFFORT External Advisory Board evaluates from
the outside what’s going on within the project. The EAB connects the
scientific progress made in EFFORT with the needs of its stakeholders:
producers, veterinarians and consumers. The EAB carefully follows how
the project is developing. It raises questions in case these developments
are unclear and it can make recommendations when improvements could
or should be made. More specifically the EAB provides feedback on
the scientific direction of the project, it makes recommendations with
regard to scientific and societal priorities, it helps to identify relevant
communication and distribution channels and it provides feedback on
developments in AMR area outside the project.

What is its composition/ Who are its members?

The EAB is composed of a diverse group of people from different background. The two global
governmental organisations, the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World Health
Organisation (WHO) are represented by respectively Elisabeth Erlacher-Vindel (OIE) and Awa
Aidara-Kane (WHO). Then there are Ernesto Liebana from the European Food Safety Authority
and Patrick McDermott from the United States Food and Drug Administration. H. Morgan Scott is
professor of Epidemiology at the department of veterinary medicine and biomedical sciences at
Texas A&M University. The EAB is chaired by Jan Vaarten, Executive Director at the Federation of
Veterinarians of Europe. They all appreciate to be involved in the project and together they bring a
broad view on antimicrobial resistance in public health and animal health to the project.

What makes the EFFORT project so innovative from the EAB point of view?
Which results do you expect to have the highest impact on animal health policy?

What is very interesting in the EFFORT project is the combination of basic research with the
evaluation of interventions on the farm. EFFORT is not only about theoretical knowledge on how
resistance genes and resistant strains travel along the food chain, but also on what can be done at
farm level to reduce the number of such travelers reaching the consumer. A better understanding of
the epidemiology of resistance will certainly help to take more targeted and more effective measures.

What were the key inputs of the Advisory Board until now?

In its reports to the project General Assembly, the EAB has expressed its great admiration for
the energy and commitment in the EFFORT consortium. It is good to see how engaged everyone is. Some of the points raised by the EAB were related to keeping the time line, the sampling
procedure and DNA extraction methods. The EAB questioned some unexpected results and asked
to give a good explanation for these observations. The EAB also warned against the use of data for
other purposes than originally intended.

How do you envision the translation of the project results, into European animal health
policy?

Project results will certainly be helpful to underpin next steps in the European animal health policy,
and to make the animal health policy more effective. Policy makers will be able to use the project
results to make informed decisions on what will work and what not to mitigate or stop the spread
of antimicrobial resistance. Probably as important as the incorporation of the project outcome in
the animal health policy is the direct uptake of the results in the production chain. When the project
will come up with clear and practical recommendations farmers and veterinarians won’t need to
wait until these are translated into policy. They can introduce the recommendations in their daily
practice right away.
EFFORT (Ecology from Farm to Fork Of microbial drug Resistance and Transmission) is supported by the European
Commission under the Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnologies theme of the 7th Framework Programme
for Research and Technological Development (Grant Agreement no 613754).
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